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make independence very difficult in practice. The
whole Arab block lacks the degree of industrialization
of one small European power.

'' The Middle East is essential for the survival of the
British Empire. But it is not essential for any other
power. What Panama is to the United States, Egypt
is to Britain. What the South American continent is to
the United States, the Middle East is to Britain. The
Monroe Doctrine doesn't stipulate for the political or
commercial domination of the United States over the
other American republics. It merely lays down that
the United States would resist the establishment of any
other Great Power in the Western Hemisphere as a
menace to her safety. In the same way, Great Britain
doesn't want to dominate the Arabs but to prevent any
other power from doing so. Let's have a Middle East
Monroe Doctrine. Let's have very few, but very good
officials. Let's take more trouble with the students and
less with the statesmen. Let our policy be discussion,
not dictation."

The car passed over the soft sand between two vast
crags of red sandstone which were the beginning of the
Valley of Rumm. We were silent as the car moved up
the solemn valley in the half light after sunset. We
crossed a long tamarisk-covered slope, and presently
we could see, glittering in the gathering darkness, the
pale crenellated towers of the fortress of Rumm,
dwarfed by the two cliffs of a thousand feet high
towering above it on either side.

We walked stiffly across the courtyard to a low,
black, goat-hair tent, half open to the evening and
illumined by two oil-lamps and a fire in the centre. We